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INTRODUCTION 


Sivasataka is a stotra’ on Lord Siva in ten daéakas of ten 
stanzas each by Ramapanivada, the prolific writer who lived in 
Kerala in the eighteenth century of the Christian Era?. The 
subject—matter of these dagakas is as’ follows: 

Wp 

I. The first tvoand the last two Slokas in this daSaka 
form a general invocation on Lord Siva. The other six 6lokas 
are devoted to the description of His evening dance, the ra@ndava, 
the grosser aspects of which are given greater emphasis than the 
finer ones. The nietre is Szkharint. : 


Il. . The first seven flokas of this dasaka constitute a 


head-to-foot’ description of the -Lord and the last three Slokas 
form His general praise. The metre is Sadrd@lavikridita. 


Iti. This dasaka details the well-known story of Tri- 
pura-dabana- - The metre is Harfnz. 


IY. This is in the Sragdharé metre and gives an account 
of Daksayaga, ; 


| 7 | : 

| V, VI. These two daSakas deal with the- marriage of 
Parvati. The fifth describes the birth of Sati as the daughter of 
Himavan, her attendance on Siva who was in deep penance, the 
attempt of Cupid at the instance of the Devas to kindle the fire 
of love in Siva for Parvati, and his miserable discomfiture and 
death. The sixth daSaka describes Par¢ati’s penance; Siva’s. 
appearance before her as a Brahmacarin to test her, mind and 
the final marriage between them. The metre of the fifth dafaka 
is eMondamanias ‘and , that of the sixth Prithvi: 


® 
1. For an account of the life and works of RamapSnivaidse vide 
Introduction to Mukundafataka in Il, 2. Of this Journal, 


4 
¢ 
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Vii, This is a general eulogy on the Lord in his niskgfa 
form and so froma philosophical pomt of view. He x the - 
supreme Brahman; boundless and without beginning or end. - 
Words cannot describe Him. He creates the world through 
Maya, but keeps himself out of its influence. Devotion to Him 
ig the only means of crossing the ocean of Saksdra, and it 3 
‘through devotion and devotion alone 1s He jattainable. The metre 
is Puspitdgrd. mh Gt ; | | 


_ VIII. The story of the | appeararice of “a very brilliant, 
majestic and extensive halo of Siva in the beginning of Kale 
the attempt of Brahma and Visnu to find cut its upper and 
lower limits and their failure, Brahma’s false utterance that he 
was able to see the upper limit, and enraged at this false assertion 
Siva’s clipping off one of his heads, and. Brahma’s curse that 
Giva should beg in the skull-cap of the head So removed till jt is 
filled, is given in this dasaka. The metre is Sragdhara. 


IX: This dagaka Is im the Meghavis phargita metre, and 
is a general praise of the Lord. | 
3 XA padadikesa description of the Lord is the subject- 
matter of this concluding daéaka, which is written in the Malini? 
metre. ) 

| The language of this stotra is stately, as is the case with 
most of the works of Ramapanivada, but it lacks by compari- 
son the gracefulness which characterises some of his other 
gtotras> y ‘Ath / 

This edition is based on Manuscript. No- 1215 B of the 
Palace Library, Trivandrum, which is a palmleaf manuscript in 
Malayalarn script. In this manuscript Sivasafaka is seen continu- 
ous with the Mukundasataka, which has been published as 
Appendix in Vol- 11, No. 2 of, this Journal, and the metrical 
colophon at the end of the present work indicates that these are 
twin compositions of Ramapanivada. 
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